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Upcoming Events

Concert: Sun Mountain Fiddler.
7 pm
17 Star Party, Annual Meeting:
Astronomers. 7:30 pm
18 Arb. Adventures, Nature
Art. 10 am
22 Family Workshop, Tree
Identification. 2 pm
Sept. 11-12 FALL PLANT SALE
10-4 both days
12 Family Workshop: Mammal
Tracks and Traces. 2 pm
25 Family Workshop: Map and
Compass. 2 pm
Free Arboretum Tour: Evergreens
and Trees With Winter
Interest. 11 am
3 Family Workshop: Fall Foliage
‘Walk. 2 pm
15-16 Star Parties, Astronomers.
7:30 pm both nights
23 Family Workshop: Bird Feeders.
2 pm
23 VOLUNTEER WORKDAY. 9-4
Dec. 10-11 Star Parties, Astronomers.
7:30 pm both nights

August 14

October 2
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The Fall Plant Sale

- Herm Finkbeiner
September 11 and 12, 1999
Saturday and Sunday 10-4

Although on a smaller scale than our spring sale, the fall plant sale will have a large
variety of perennials, ornamental grasses, and deciduous and evergreen trees and shrubs,
including dwarf conifers,

PARKING
If you attended the spring sale, you were probably pleased at how smoothly the parking
was managed! Please be assured that volunteers that kept the waffic flowing smoothly

in the spring will also be in place for the fall sale. There will be no traffic jam at the
fall sale!

And, I'm sure you noted that carts and wagons (and Scouts!) were on hand to help you
carry your plants at the spring sale. This will be true at the fall sale also. but it would be
very helpful if you could bring your own cart or “Iittle red wagon” if you anticipate
purchasing numerous and/or larger items.

PLANT DONATIONS

The success of last fall's sale was due in part to generous donations of plants by our own
members. As you divide perennials this summer, consider the fall sale as a destination
for unwanted divisions. In order to have plants in standard containers, we can supply
pots for your use. Just call the office for information.

- Viktoria Serafin

We arc working on putting together another great group of plants! Those of you who
have attended prior sales know that we focus on plants that offer late-season bloom, as
well as on other plants with late-season appeal, such as ornamental grasses. One peren-
nial that offers all-season interest is Polemonium ‘Brise d’Anjou’, which we finally
have been able 1o obtain; its white-edged foliage is so prefty it doesn’t even need to
bloom but it does, with the typical blue Jacob's ladder flowers. We will have a limited
number of hardy, own-root roses, including Griffith Buck roses ‘Hawkeye Belle’, “Apple-
jack’ and ‘Countryman’.
{Continued on page 3)
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A walk around the arboretum shows extensive mulching in the beech collection. Herm
Finkbeiner, board member, is shown here under the parasol beech, Fagus sylvatica
‘Tortuosa’.

From the Garden

Does your psyche need a lift? Bring a snack or a picnic lunch, enjoy the magnificent
views of the Schoharie Valley, and stroll the arboretum, See what the staff and volun-
teers have been doing at your arboretum!

Members of the Cobleskill-Richmondville High School Honor Society have constructed
a dozen or so new signs to replace badly-weathered interpretive signs along the Wood-
land Trail and in the Van Loveland Gardens. Students Jennifer Cash, Kim Katonica,
Joe Sandor and advisors Mary Colvard and Sue McConnellee initially proposed the
project to the Landis Board of Trustees, and with their encouragement constructed signs
designed to withstand weather and critters. The captions are first laminated and then
sealed between two sheets of Plexiglas that are, in turn, bolted to wooden stands. (See
photo, p. 6.) Gil O’Brien, building and grounds committee member and volunteer, in-
stalled the new signs for this ongoing project.

A 1998 Department of Environmental Conservation grant will enable the Arboretum to
purchase and install quality photo-metallic labeling for much of the arboretum’s Notable
Tree collection. A 1999 grant from the DEC Urban and Community Forestry Fund will
allow the addition of trees to the arboretum, particularly varieties to complete our collec-
tion of those trees recommended by Cornell University for urban/street use.

The clearing of grass and addition of woodchip mulch rings around many trees is bring-
ing many positive comments from members and repeat visitors. The beginnings were
small with woodchip mulch (provided by Niagara Mohawk) in small rings around many
shrubs and trees. This summer, the number of mulched varieties has been increased
greatly and some trees are now mulched to their driplines which reduces moisture loss
and facilitates mowing. (See photo above.) If you haven’t visited the signature Great
Oak, now is the time to enjoy the view and admire the tidy, newly-mulched arca. This
ongoing project is carried out by Fred Breglia, horticulturist, and his crew of young
men from the Schoharie County Private Industry Council who work five days a
week at the Arboretum from the beginning of July to the end of August.
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Twenty-three fledgling bluebirds have been
seen in and around the bluebird boxes that
were built, donated and installed this spring
by Dan Palemiere of Fultonville. (Tke last
issue of the newsletter carried an article
about the boxes, but the photo of Dan was
notably absent...an editoral error. My
apologies!- Ed.)




A Variety of Plants at Fall Sale (from page I)

Our supplier of wonderfully well-grown
dwarf conifers will be represented, as will
the grower of rare plants who provided very
limited numbers of treasures for the last two
cales. We will again have a good selection
of hostas, including some very new and
wonderful selections. Other choices will
include deciduous ornamental trees, shrubs,
flowering and foliage plants for the shady
garden, ground covers and many other
perennials.

The plants are container-grown and ready
to go in your garden, with plenty of time to
become well-established before the end of
the growing season.

Available at the sale will be colchicums and
autumn flowering crocus. Unusual spring
flowering bulbs will be be offered also. Or-
ders for these bulbs will be taken and they
will be available for pick-up closer to plant-
ing time. For the convenience of those who
can’t attend the sale, an order form is in-
cluded in this newsletter.

Please join us and let our knowledgeable
volunteers help you select the right plants
for your garden.

i Don't forgel!
ACORN
SHOP

The Aeorn Shag
i open Uwagh wid-Oclodon.
Weekend howrs: Satuwrday 12-5
gumfm, 7-5

)

/
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New and unique merchandise

Horticulture Certificate:
A Cooperative Program

- Claudia McLaughlin
Education Committee

Beginning next year, a joint venture of the
Landis Arboretum and SUNY Cobleskill
will offer adult courses leading to a Horti-
culture Certificate. The subject areas to be
included in this non-credit program are
Soils, Landscape Design, Introduction to
Botany, Herbaceous Plants, Design and
Cultivation of the Herbaceous Border, Iden-
tification of Woody Trees and Shrubs, Health
Care of Woody Plants and Shrubs, and Plant
Propagation. Each subject area will be cov-
ered through four weekly two-hour classes,
to be taught either at the arboretum or at
SUNY Cobleskill, depending on the facili-
ties and equipment required, Participants
must complete four of the courses success-
fully to receive the Certificate.

The program is being designed jointly by
members of the Arboretum Education Com-
mittee and the faculty of SUNY Cobleskill.
A brochure including course descriptions,
fees and registration procedures will be
ready this fall.

k for both children and adults. )

Walck

Garden Design

Installation

& Maintenance
with Ecological
Emphasis

20 Dykeman Road
Delmar, NY 12054

Arboretum Receives
Heritage Hero Award

On June 3 the Landis Arboretum received a
Heritage Heroes Award, presented by the
Mohawk Valley Heritage Corridor Commis-
sion. This first annual award is in recogni-
tion of those people and organizations from
the Mohawk Valley who have made signifi-
cant contributions to the preservation, un-
derstanding and celebration of the area’s
unique history and culture. The Heritage
Heros are a mix of individuals and civic,
business and non-profit organizations who
are dedicated to preserving, teaching, pro-
moting and developing the area’s natural,
cultural and historic strengths.

Landis, representing Schoharie County, was
awarded the honor for the arboretum’s com-
prehensive program in natural history edu-
cation. Awards were given to representa-
tives from each of the eight counties in the
Mohawk Valley Corridor. Nick Zabawsky,
Landis Board of Trustees President; Carol
Wock, Board Past President, and Board
Secretary Susan Sagendorf and Johin
Sagendorf were on hand at Arkell Hall Gar-
dens in Canajoharie for the presentation by
Carle J. Kopecky, Director of the Old Stone
Fort and Mohawk Valley Heritage Commis-
sioner.

We who are part of the Landis Arboretum
are proud to be recognized and honored by
the commission.

FALL WORK DAY

Saturday, October 23, 9-4

Lunch will be served;
snacks, coffee &
drinks served all day.

Fred Breglia will be in charge: he needs
lots of helpers for this pre-Winter
cleanup! Call the arboretum
now for information and to gign up.
518-875-6%94
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Spring Plant Sale
Report

- Herm Finkbeiner

Once more the massive efforts of dedicated
volunteers resulted in a very successful
plant sale which provided customers with
the interesting plants they had sought and
the Arboretumn with a large part of its oper-
aling income.

When the books were closed on the Spring
Plant Sale in 1996 the sale had earned
34,600, In 1997 we realized a record
$14,211 from the event. In 1998, the sale
provided $17,922, an increase of almost
$4,000 over the year before. And 1999 was
even better!! The sale earned $19,953,

The amazing increase in income is due to
the concentrated effort of almost 100
people. We won't try to name all of you —
we may inadvertently leave out someone.
‘We are grateful to all of our hardworking
volunteers. The arboretum simply could
not operate without your help. We do
thank you!

For an operation of this magnitude to take
place, work has to begin far in advance. By
August Carol Wock and Victoria Serafin
were immersed in wish lists, books, and
supplier catalogs, doing one of the largest
Jjobs - ordering the many unusual plants that
the sale depends on for its reputation as a
place to find the out-of-the-ordinary and
sometimes rare.

By autumn ali 15 of the committee heads
had begun to meet and plan every part of
the sale from budget to food. Each vyear,
the Acorn Shop, this year under the direc-
tion of Barbara Hunt, contributes more

to the drawing power of the sale. A raffle
gave attendees a chance 1o win prizes cho-
sen enhance 1o their own gardens and, at
the same time, to help the Arboretum. As
in 1998, Nancy Boericke managed the
raffle. Of course, the principal
moneymaker is the sale of plants with co-
chairs Carol Wock and Viktoria Serafin
very ably assisted by John Manion, Paul
Schneider, Nick Zabawsky, Florence
Grimm and many more.

Publicity, which helps bring customers to
the sale, was handled by Fran Finkbeiner.
Anne Jaster. directed laying out the sale
area. Shelley Weed made sure there were
cashiers and the necessary equipment.
Merv Prichard made sure everyone who
needed box to carry purchases found one.
One feature that greatly improved the flow
at the checkout was the organized method
for writing sales slips. For that we thank
Carolyn Edwards. And we appreciate the
young people in Schoharie Scout Troop
#42 and their leaders Larry Weaver and
Nadine Harrison who were on hand to help
customers carry their purchases to the park-
ing lot.

The Pick of the Pots Preview Party has be-
come of particular interest to arboretum
members. Now in its third year, the pre-
view party was even more enthusiastically
received. Under the direction of Cindy
Weyl a number of changes were made;
most importantly, the food was catered
greatly reducing the namber of volunteers
needed. Many, many plants were sold dur-
ing the evening.

One feature of the sale that enhances the
arboretum’s viability is the membership
booth. Susan Sagendorf and her team en-
rolled about 80 new members. Members
provide a good measure of the financial
support, much of the visibility, and a
great deal of the work that makes the
arboretum possible.

And, where do all the plant sale workers
come from? Florence Grimm spent many
hours calling members to ask for help,
matching their available times and interests
with the tasks that needed doing, and sched-y_
uling everyone. If you can help next year
even for at hour or two, please call the Ar-
boretum (518-873-6935) and put your
name on Florence's list.

PARKING

Special recognition is due the people who
solved the parking problem at the spring
sale. Those who were there for the 1998
sale remember that Saturday morning could
only be described as chaos. This year there
were no traffic jams, no one had to wait to
find a parking space or be delayed in leav-
ing when they had finished shopping, Traf-
fic was handled s¢ smoothly that many of
Saturday morning's volunteers thought at-
tendance was less this year because there
was none of last year’s congestion.

But it wasn't true! Saturday's sales were
slightly more than in 1998. All of the credit
for that change goes to Fred Breglia, the
Arboretum horticulturist, his erew of park-
ing lot monitors, and to the Schoharie
County Sheriff’s Department Tact Force,

Landis is proud of each of our volunteers
and we thank you for your participation.

TEL- S10-293-810)
FaxX $18-295-7827]
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THE HARVA CO,, INC.
PLASTICS FABRICATORS

SUSAN . MCGIVER
TREIBLNY

100 FAIR STREET
SCHOMARIE. %.7. 12157

'

I 7 Upstate New York's premier

’ /0 Ym Q}f manral sttrection siace 1929, |

i Fun oy Open all year,
AdvenlTire

| T R

i Howe Cavesns, 1N
Howss Cave NY 12092
TEL: 515-250-0900
Pa 136-256-899%

[ Wear wwes hawscaverms com

Lancaster Development, Inc.

Martin A. Galasse
Presidens

P.O. Box 189, Cobleskill, N, Y. 12043
Main Office: $18-234-2552 Fax: 518-234-2430
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Above: Fred Breglia shiows off a replace-
nterpretive sign made by the
bleskili-Richmondville High School
Honor Society.

Above right: Nancy Boericke presents
raffie winner Rick Ohlerking with
Nk

Above: Planisman and supersaiesmar John M
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Wish List

- Florence Grimm
Building and Grounds

The Landis Arboretum is growing, expand-
ing, and with that comes the need for larger
and upgraded equipment of professional
quality. Existing equipment continues to
be stretched, literally, to the brezking point,

limiting our ability to maintain the arbore-
tum.

* One wish is for friends to support us
through donations to purchase a John Deere
tractor 790 or machine of equal quality, 4-
wheel drive, 30 HP with backhoe and
loader, approximate cost $20,000. Plant-
ing trees, moving mulch, maintaining a
compost pile and many more chores would
be more efficiently done than with the
methods used presently. The receipt of a
DEC grant to expand the arboretum's col-
lection and to include Cornell’s list of trees
suitable for urban planting makes essen-
tial the use of a tractor of this size.

= Another wish 1s for donations toward the
purchase of professional hand and power
tools for landscaping.

= Still another is for CB walkie talkies with
vibralert to enable communication between
the operational manager/horticulturist
working on the grounds and the arboretum
office both for efficiency and safety.

« Lone volunteers working in the Acorn
Shop would appreciate a cassette player to
keep themn company.

« And, volunteers are always needed to
assist Fred Breglia in caring for the trees,
shrubs and gardens.

Stethorus Punctillum,
The Gardener’s Friend

- Fred Breglia, Horticulturist

When 1 started working at Landis [ began
implementing an iniegrated pest manage-
ment policy (IPM) to deal with pests and
diseases in our collection. TPM can both
save us money and reduce the amount of
chemicals that we use. [PM is a practice of
monitoring erops, taking preventative mea-
sures, assessing damage, and choosing the
most appropriate action. There are many
different strategies, including good cultural
practices, biological controls, planting re-
sistant varieties, and chemical controls.

Using beneficial insects to attack pests is
often a good idea. In nature, beneficial in-
sects will often keep pest populations at bay,
and it makes sense for us at the arboretum
to make use of as many of the beneficial
insects as we can. Recently I released a
popultation of Stethorus punctillum, abeetle
that feeds heavily on spider mites. There
are many predators of spider mites, but
many will feed on only one kind; stethorus
is indiscriminate and feeds on all spider
mites. As a matter of fact, stethorus is of-
ten referred to as “the spider mite de-
stroyer,” and Landis will soon have a
healthy population of this fast-reproducing
beetle. We deposited beetles on various
collections throughout the arboretum where
spider mites are a problem. When the mites
in one area are all eaten, the beetle will
move to other areas with mite populations.

An example of how well IPM works was
found while regularly scouting the collec-
tion, I noticed a bronzing/silvering of lilac
foliage on some specimen plants. A close
look with a hand lens revealed both mature

The home of less-than-friendly occupants of
the area near the beech cellection.

and immature privet thrips. On many of
the same plants, I noted lilac borer holes. I
made a cut into the stems to see if any ac-
tual insects could be found, and found that
some of the borers were being attacked by
ants, one of their worst predators. If I had
chosen to use a chemical pesticide to con-
wrol the privet thrips, 1 would also have
killed the ants but not the lilac borer be-
cause they feed on the pith in the middle of
the stem and would go untouched by the
pesticide. Rather, to control the situation,
I sprayed the privet thrips with an insecti-
cidal soap which cut the population down
to almost nothing — and the ants were left
alive to control the lilac borers.

People often find pests and immediately
spray an insecticide to control the problem
without looking at all the factors involved
— and, in tarn, make the problem even
worse. Many homeowners, along with pro-
fessionals, don't use the IPM approach in
dealing with pests. If you don’t, you may
be wasting both money and our environ-
ment,

Albany. New York Laurens C. Van Geest
(518 459-1183 C

Van Geest

nursery
\ LANDSCAPE DESIGN, INC.
\ Design, Planling & Constreclian

Propricior

Gary DelLuke & =
B A -

i
f@%’%l
White==w"
Birch .
NURSERY and FLORIST
2004 Helderperg Ave, * Schenectody. MY » (518) 355-1710

i

Favm

Vikdtaria Serafin, Horficutharal Consuttant

HOSTA HOSTA HOSTA HOSTA HOSTA HOSTA
Over 160 Cultivars and Species » Select Caompanion Plants

142 Brooks Road, Fultonville, NY 12072
(518) 922-8091 = e-mail: ginbrock@telenal net
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The Kentucky coffee treg; Gynm

also on Cornell’s Urban Tree HSI%?LHQI; street tree planting, Gymnociadus i
of soils and conditions includin ought andicity locations. It prtfars?i} sun, bt will tofera[epamal s e There are very few pests
or diseases that seriously threaten thecu'ce, andjt is ha.rdytfrom Zone 2 Lhrough 8 onl ene c e cm{sx G. chinense, the Chinese

soapﬂeewmﬂ"e a s?ap-hkc quallf-y._M \Q\ !

unen for bothjparks and residences. Itis
£5 aTic! mmsz soil but i u s adaptable to a wide range

J
f o
The Kentucky coffee tree is nau"pe to the Um ed States fr Yok and 'T}\M f,ﬂﬂ'&'&tﬂ ebras k& Oklahoma and
Tennessee where it grows natural]y in bottoml and on m01 s]opes 7 /

The branches™ out-lookin t father brittle, somewhat It aﬁ:l\bmwn in color. | The small binds are partially sunken and
surroundéd by a ring\of bark forms a Lljvtlgﬁrbund rigFaround eax,‘h bud. (See the drgwing ar the ”3}“ ) The bark js

furrowed' ancl forms sc gg_;, qspeciﬁfl]y atiractive in Awinter when the u,f\e s upn/g/ht éontorted qrud’open it fs

. iall ki } / / ! 3
especially s‘tn\ ng against a wmter sky— ( Y ~ /”‘M\‘ ,;‘3, o ' N

Gymnocladus ca}gm etin h ghr by 40 féet in wmm anMow xemd:unf;{gxgwth rate\ fin’a ten

c
year period of time, it may gr 12 feet, avet g‘mg a lnﬂe more r.haxf a‘f@ot a year. 4 Wl
J

i\ f -
The tree is dioecious, tha,{ is, its ;male a.r{:fjfemale ﬂowerk appear g separate trees thay o#\éaﬂﬁfaée The off- s
white flowers are three-quarter t one inch long, slightly hiry and borne on large ner-foot pani fruits férm in

five- to ten-inch long Py one to ohe-aadg-_@f inch wide hro]wmsh pods tha{-npe Qc:tober and cor{tam asmall number (_M.a .

U \... } \ /
)
Leavw Kentucky coffee tre Mﬁpmn&tely (ims:&;.g_mpoun two ,Le”threc fqet ]& ng, giving the ,_fghégs.ﬂ/ﬂuffy appearance.

e

of brownish-black seeds. The tree got its name because piorieers cgl]sc—téﬁ?hc sround them, and used them éia
| it
coffee substitute — even though many other parts of the tree are Pms ousf7 - f ;
L. t} _/r ! Vv

o~

People have used crushed a'sfes mixed with molasses as a ﬂ&poﬁon, the
Pulp from the coffee tree was'used by Native Americans as a
was used as a laxative; a tea made fro e root
childbirth,

S

xq?ue aitrael; swafms Ef b\c:{,herso"mc insects.

i amty A{ ;{x{ade frpm theJeavedand pulp _&¥
symp‘ﬁzdj\t was also given to women during *

a —

B f'j S R

The tree furnishes woodworkers with a mahogany,hke Umhe:—?ch is smtabic’ for cabinet- ng, ut the lumber IS rarely
available except from specialty dealers. The wood is very rot resistant and was used for ceﬂposts and rarh"'a\@s even
though it was not readily available in appropriate lengths due /;e( its hahit ofrforlung the ground. =

You will find the Kentucky coffee tree here arEandls, up"onihe hill directly behind the lilac co‘ﬂ:\mmxd\th}txee, go
directly across the road from the Meeting/House, take a le }mo the lilac collection, go throush the ‘eollection on your right

and walk straight backto t‘qe little hxllslxde If you aren’t familiar ‘Mth this tree, co;\rw on
out and get acquamt’ed witha greal landscape specim

L’ i /\“‘-“—-"‘/ \—~"""\l

Drawings of the backgro:(nd leaves and the twig (right) are by Anne

Jaster. The twig is drawn actual size and shows prominent leaf and
bud scars.

Pod and flower drawings are from Sargeant’s Manual of the
Trees of North America.
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Fall Plant Sale, September 11 & 12, 10-4

How Does Our Garden Grow?

New Members — Please note that the names listed here are new members that joined during
welcome! A complete list of members and contributors is available once each year.

George & Alice Alverson
Jackie & James Barnhart
Brea Barthel
Karen Bauer
Leslie Benton
Paul Blair
Betty Bloom
Susan Bramer
Laura Brandis
Karen Brown
Patricia Carlino
Barbara Costanzo &
Don Orr Ir.
Lou Del! Rocca
Patricia Desmond
Richard Dexter
Kathy Dick
& Peter Feinberg
Mary Downing
Hammis L Dunlap, Jr.
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Wendy Elliot

Paul W. Feeney

Ursula M. Feeney
Barbara Feidler

Mary Finch
Jacqueline Foster

Joan Fucillo

Christine Galvin

Karen Gandolfo
Garden Explorers Club
Molly Glesmann
Elenor & Gary Gossen
Marie Grethen

Ichael Gruver

Virginia Guilford
Helen Hasto

Sherry & Steve Hawley
Bruce and Dors Hering
Ed Horn

Marilyn Kemp

James & Judy Kilgallen
William King

John & Gloria Klingman
Romy Kolodziej

Kathy & George Laleuncsse
Kathleen LaValley

Kelly §. Mathews

Tane McCloskey

Mark McDonald

Sandra McGarraugh
Elaine Miller

Mr. & Mrs, Robert Naylor
Gina Nielsen

John Nolan

Robert & Carole Olsen
Zebra Orgun

Ruth Pecukonis

Richard Perez

Felicia Raab

Linda A. Rupp

the second quarter of 1999, We wish you

Meris Ruzow
J.T.Ryan

Constance Schmitz
Anthony M. Scibelli
Cheyl Simeonc
Karen Simmons
Nancy Simmons-Dawley
Kathleen Smith
Cynthia F, Staley
Erica Sufrin

Nancy G. Thomsoen
Ruth Tobiasson
Diana Traub
Laurette Vauton
Mary Beth Vought
Virginia Walsh
Cory Ward
Lorraine P. Winkler
Shirley A. Wormck
Dawvid Yarrow




